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Contents Foreword

The Net Zero Energy Security 
and Growth Plan is a mandated 
response to last year’s High Court 
ruling, which deemed the 2021 Net 
Zero Strategy as unlawful due to a 
breach of the Climate Change Act. 
The response includes a number of 
significant policy announcements 
related to the power and 
infrastructure industries, in addition 
to those in the Spring Budget earlier 
this month.

“ The bundle of announcements extending
across solar, wind, carbon capture, 
hydrogen and nuclear have led many to 

label the 30th March as “Green Day”. ”

In the face of recent criticism from the Climate 
Change Committee, and the recommendations 
within Chris Skidmore’s Independent Review of 
Net Zero, today marks a clear statement from the 
Conservative Government of its commitment to 
making net zero a reality.

In particular, the commitment to exploring reform 
of the planning system, bolstering of the electricity 
transmission network and further initiatives to 
establish a green workforce is evidence of the 
want to address barriers identified by critics of the 
Government’s existing net zero response. 

However, the inclusion of support for gas networks 
as part of the UK’s future energy mix could be seen 
as controversial for some. 

The Government has certainly lived up to its 
promise of a significant commitment to making 
net zero work for UK but it will remain to be seen 
whether these words and ambitions can be put in 
practice. 
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Sam Cranston

Director of Energy infrastructure 
Copper Consultancy

The arrival of Green Day includes a 
significant package of support for 
industry working at the forefront 
of the net zero transition which is 
very welcome. We look forward to 
continuing our work with our clients 
and partners over the following days, 
months and years to put these plans 
into action.

”
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Building on the positive rhetoric for 
both rooftop and ground mounted 
solar in the Skidmore review, the 
report reiterates the need to maximise 
deployment of both forms of solar 
energy to achieve national targets. The 
ambitious plans for a fivefold increase 
in solar by 2035, up to 70GW, are backed 
up by the reassuring announcement 
that the Government will not be 
making changes to the categories of 
agricultural land that might constrain 
solar deployment. Comforting news 
to the industry following the debate 
around land classification that took 
place during last summers leadership 
election. 

Announcements include: 
• Establishing a solar government-industry

taskforce.

• Publishing a solar roadmap in 2024 setting out
a clear step by step deployment trajectory to
achieve 70GW of solar by 2035.

• Increasing solar energy supply through
funding and accelerating the deployment
of low carbon energy sources, as well as
improving skills and training.

Solar Gas Supply 

Despite calls to prevent further gas 
production from climate change 
activists the Government has stated 
that although gas levels will decline 
as decarbonisation takes place, peak 
demand is expected to stay high during 
this transition. The Government has 
justified this by highlighting a need to 
ensure that there is resilience in the gas 
system to withstand supply shocks. 

Announcements include: 

• Announcing an update this autumn which will
look at the future role that gas storage can
play in energy security.

• Tasking the Future System Operator to
conduct a gas supply security assessment.

• Legislating a change to the Wobbe Number
(used to measure gas quality) meaning a
greater volume of gas can, from April 2025,
be injected into the National Transmission
System.

• Consulting on introducing a policy framework
for biomethane from 2026 to follow the
current Green Gas Support Scheme.

• Prioritising the electrification of oil and gas
facilities and ending routine venting and
flaring, for oil and gas supply decarbonisation
by 2030.

• Helping the North Sea Transition Authority
provide support to industries for oil
and gas decarbonisation. This includes
applying regulatory powers and prioritising
electrification when it is technically feasible.

• Committing to reducing methane emissions by
50% in 2030.
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Wind consistently tops the charts for 
the most popular form of renewable 
energy amongst the British public. 
Offshore deployment has enjoyed 
consistent Government backing, as 
seen in the British Energy Security 
Strategy which increased the UK’s 
ambition for offshore wind to up to 
50GW by 2030. Powering up Britain now 
mandates offshore wind as ‘critical 
national infrastructure’.  

Onshore wind has had choppier conditions with the 
existing moratorium in England. The report reinforces 
the need for recognising the importance of good 
community engagement and participation to achieve 
consent. More will come with the response to the 
National Planning Policy Framework consultation, 
which is promised by spring 2023.

 Announcements include: 

• Launching the Floating Offshore Wind
Manufacturing Investment Scheme, to provide
up to £160 million to kick start investment in
port infrastructure projects.

• Considering offshore wind as ‘critical national
infrastructure’.

• Committing to annual Contracts for Difference
auctions to help drive the rapid deployment of
onshore and offshore wind.

• Consulting on changes to the planning policy
in England for onshore wind to deliver tailored
local approaches.

Offshore and Onshore Wind Transmission and Distribution 

A lack of grid capacity to match the 
increasing deployment of renewable 
technology is seen a major blocker to 
net zero ambitions. The Government 
has pledged to address this and has 
introduced a range of commitments to 
this end. 

Announcements include:  

• Publishing an action plan in 2023 to respond
to the Electricity Networks Commissioner’s
recommendations on halving the
development time for transmission network
projects.

• Publishing an action plan in the summer to
accelerate electricity network connections,
reforming the connections process.

• Introducing guidance on community benefits
for network infrastructure later this year,
subject to responses to a consultation on
these measures

• The Government and Ofgem will consult this
summer on the detail of the Future System
Operator’s new roles in resilience and security
and provide an update on implementation
plans.
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Hydrogen was a noticeable omission 
in this month’s Spring Budget report 
with many industry representatives 
calling for the Government to do more 
to facilitate the development of the 
technology. The range of hydrogen 
announcements show that Government 
remains committed to the technology 
as a critical component to drive 
economic growth while supporting net 
zero ambitions.  

Announcements include:
• Creating a competition window for Strands

1 and 2 of the Net Zero Hydrogen Fund
(development and capital co-funding) and
intend to launch a second competition
window in the spring, to be run by UKRI.

• Publishing a hydrogen delivery roadmap
which will show how hydrogen production can
be scaled up this decade.

• Consulting this year on possible market
interventions to support hydrogen for power.

• Publishing the Low Carbon Hydrogen
Agreement (LCHA) for initial projects in Q3
this year with contracts from the electrolytic
hydrogen allocation round.

• Shortlisting 20 projects for the electrolytic
hydrogen allocation round totalling 250MW of
capacity.

• Responding to the consultation on Hydrogen
transport and storage by Q2 this year.

• Launching a second electrolytic hydrogen
allocation round at the end of this year with
up to 750MW of contracts to be awarded.

• Delivering up to 1GW of green hydrogen
production capacity in construction or
operation by 2025.

• Committing to progress plans to decarbonise
the freight sector including the delivery of
Zero Emission Road Freight Demonstrations
for hydrogen fuel cell and EV technologies,
with the target of delivering infrastructure and
vehicles by March 2025.

Hydrogen Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS)

The carbon capture industry received 
a significant boost with £20 billion 
of investment to support early 
deployment of the technology in the 
Spring Budget. The Government has 
continued the focus on the technology 
it sees as one of the most cost-effective 
ways to reach net zero. 

Announcements include:  
• Begin negotiations with three industrial

carbon capture projects

• Selecting two further clusters as part of the
Track-2 CCUS cluster sequencing process, in
addition to Hynet and the East Coast Cluster.

• Highlighting a commitment to work with
industry further to support decarbonisation
of sites outside of large industrial cluster
emitters and offshore CO2 storage through
development of non-pipeline transport.

• Publishing an updated investment roadmap
on CCUS to support investor decision making.

• Releasing a vision for the UK CCUS sector in
response to concerns within Chris Skidmore’s
Net Zero Review that there is a need to raise
confidence and visibility for investors.

• Entering negotiations with Net Zero Teesside
Power which could result in the first ever
power CCUS project.

• Opening £5 million local Industrial
Decarbonisation Plans competition in summer
2023.
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A need for planning and consenting 
reform was a common issue raised 
by industry in Chris Skidmore’s Net 
Zero Review and the Government has 
responded by exploring solutions to 
streamline these processes to facilitate 
and inform future decision making.    

Announcements include:

• Designing a fast-track consenting time frame
for certain Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects which meet certain quality standards
with the target of reducing the maximum
formal examination period to 12 months.

• Establishing legislation which streamlines the
offshore wind consenting process

• Launching a consultation for the development
of local partnerships for onshore wind in
England.

• Publishing a roadmap for the increasing use of
timber in construction this summer.

• Releasing five national policy statements
related to renewables, oil and gas pipelines,
electricity networks and gas networks
alongside an Energy Statement for
consultation.

• Announcing a consultation on community

benefits for network infrastructure. 

• £1.425bn in grant funding for low-carbon heat
and energy efficiency retrofits made available
over the period 2022/23-2024/25

• Reviewing evidence on distribution levels
consenting aimed to speed up the connection
process for the low-voltage grid network.

• Developing proposals to address local
planning bottlenecks for energy efficiency in
historic buildings.

• Consulting on changes to development rights
for rooftop solar and ground mounted solar in
domestic and non-domestic buildings.

• Developing an approach to siting new nuclear
projects, including the development of a
nuclear National Policy Statement for nuclear
generating infrastructure beyond 2025.

• The Government is reviewing best practice in
other countries for speeding up infrastructure
deployment.

• Beginning work on a non-road mobile
machinery decarbonisation strategy starting
with a call for evidence.

Planning and Construction Nuclear

Nuclear energy was the benefactor 
of several significant funding 
announcements in the Spring Budget. 
This emphasis has been reiterated with 
further confirmation of support for the 
nuclear industry. 

• Delivering a programme of new nuclear
projects beyond Hinkley Point C and Sizewell
C.

• Launching a competitive process to select the
best Small Modular Reactor technologies, with
the first phase commencing in April 2023.

• Supporting the development of Advanced
Modular Reactors through the Advanced
Nuclear Fund to support a demonstration by
the early 2030s.

10 1110 11

Announcements include:An



Powering up Britain – how do the Government’s latest commitments amp up our energy infrastructure? 

1312

Industry Reaction

Emma Pinchbeck         
Chief Executive Energy UK

“A day where the Government reaffirms those ambitions and sets out

its plans is welcome- but most importantly, it must now be followed by 

a relentless drive over the coming weeks, months and years to deliver 

on them.”

Alok Sharma 
Tory MP and former president of the 2021 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference

“The announcements made are a very welcome step in the right

direction and rapid delivery is now vital. However, what we still need 

to see is that big bazooka moment, commensurate with the scale of 

the challenge.”

Ed Miliband MP 
Shadow Secretary for Climate and Net Zero 

“The government’s ‘green day’ turns out to be a weak and feeble

groundhog day of re-announcements, reheated policy, and no new 

investment.”

A regularly cited barrier to the net 
zero transition is the establishment of 
a workforce which is as adaptive and 
innovative as industry development 
of new renewable technology. The 
Government has been called on by 
Chris Skidmore and the Climate Change 
Committee to go further to make 
this possible. It's response includes 
commitments to:

• Ensuring data collection on green jobs is
improved, and made more accessible,  to
allow for a better understanding of the
geographic distribution of green jobs and their
economic impact.

• Publishing Net Zero and Nature Workforce
Action Plan next year led by The Green Jobs
Delivery Group.

• Continuing work alongside devolved
administrations to coordinate plans to deliver
a net zero workforce.

Skills



copperconsultancy.com

Join the debate  
and have your say
Follow @CopperConsult on Twitter  
and @CopperConsultancy on LinkedIn 

For more information
Patrick Traynor 
patrick.traynor@copperconsultancy.com 
07739 972737 

About Copper
A strategic communications agency with more 
than 25 years of experience, specialising in the 
infrastructure sector. We provide  communications 
and stakeholder engagement for highly complex, 
major projects across the UK.
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